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persecution, it attacks the religion which persecuted it; not as a religion, but as a tyranny/' *
On the 3d of September Cromwell appeared before Drogh-eda, or Tredagh, as it was then called, and summoned it to surrender. This city is situated in the province of Leinster,. thirty-one miles north of Dublin, on the historic Boyne River. The summons being denied, he planted his batteries with extreme leisure, and did not begin to play his guns until one week after. His official report to Speaker Lenthall of this affair is terrible in its simplicity and directness. He writes:
''Upon Tuesday, the loth of this instant, about five o'clock in the evening, we began the storm ; and after some hot dispute we entered, about seven or eight hundred men ; the enemy disputing it very stiffly with us. And indeed, through the advantages of the place, and the courage God was pleased to give the. defenders, our men were forced to retreat quite out of the breach, not without some considerable loss."
He does not tell the fact that he, viewing this repulse from the batteries, placed himself at the head of the charging column, and led the second attack in person. But he says:
" Being encouraged to recover their loss, they made a second attempt; wherein God was pleased so to animate them that they got ground of the enemy, and, by the goodness of God, forced him to quit his entrenchments. . . . Divers of the enemy retreated into the Mill-Mount: a place very strong and of difficult access, being exceedingly high, having a good graft, and strongly palisadoed. The Governor, Sir Arthur -Aston, and divers considerable officers being there, our men getting up to them, were ordered by me to put them all to the sword. And indeed, being in the heat of action, I forbade them to spare any that were in arms in the. town : and, / think, that night they piit to the stvordabout 2,000 men ; divers of the officers and soldiers being fled over the bridge into the other part of the town, where about 100 of them possessed St. Peter's Church-steeple, some the Westgate, and others a strong Round Tower next the Gate called St. Sunday's. These being;, summoned to yield to mercy, refused. Whereupon I ordered the steeple of St. Peter's Church to be fired, when one of them was heard to say in the midst of the flames, ' God damn me, God confound me, I burn, I burn !' "
Night put a stop to the dreadful carnage. But at daybreak it was resumed. Sir Arthur Aston, the English Governor, and Sir Edmund Verney, son of the standard-bearer
1 Montesquieu, Spirit of Laws, vol. ii., p. 180.